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strong enough to unite them. These social and political
elements were the inheritance of the Union from the
colonial period.
I by no means agree with the current histories about
the facts and merits of the quarrel with England between
1763 and 1775. They are all tinctured with alleged
patriotism and the serious facts of the case are some-
times passed over in silence. The behavior of the
colonists was turbulent, lawless, and in many cases
indefensible; and the grounds on which they based their
case were often untenable in law and history and often
inconsistent with each other. They sought these
grounds as a lawyer seeks grounds on which to argue
his case, choosing them, that is, on the basis of whether
they will make more for him than against him, not
whether they are true or not. The principles of 1774
were distinctly anarchical because they were put forward
as a basis of continued relation to Great Britain but
were inconsistent with that relation. Another cause of
rebellion which was very strong in the South, although
little stress is laid upon it in history, was the accumu-
lated debt to British merchants which it was hoped
would be cancelled by war. It is true that the English
colonial policy of the eighteenth century did not rise
above the eighteenth-century English level, which from
our standpoint was base; but that it was not very shock-
ing to eighteenth-century Americans is shown by the
fact that they never fully, clearly, and in principle re-
volted against the Navigation Act, which was their
greatest grievance* Even as to taxation the Americans
never put their case on a clear and intelligible ground;
they talked of various abuses of taxation, but they
showed that they would not consent to any taxation.
Adam Smith, taught no doubt by study of the case of